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A REMARKABLE COUNTRY! 


CONTAINING AN 


ENDOWED BY NATURE WITH THE MOST 
BOUNTIFUL RESOURCES FOR THE 
WEALTH AND COMFORT 
OF MANKIND. 


W hat its Most Wonderful Resources are: 
What its Climate is, 
How it Produces, 
The Chanees of Gaining a Home, 
The Wages Paid to Laborers, 
How to Get There, 
Ete., Ete., Ete. 
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Train Load of 16 Logs, Measuring 88,568 feet, from the Logging Woods of JOHN VANCE, Mad River, Humboldt County, Cal. 
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HUMBOLDTS@OUN TN 


Location and Geographical Position. 


Humboldt county, California, is the most northern county of the 
State but one, lying on the Pacific Ocean. Its northern line is sepa- 
rated from Oregon by the county of Del Norte forty miles, and the 
division line between Del Norte and Humboldt is about midway 
between the 41st and 42d parallels. Its southern limit is marked by 
the 40th parallel. Itis bounded on the north by Del Norte county, 
on the north-east by Siskiyou county, on the east by Trinity county, 
on the south by Mendocino county and on the west by the Pacific 
Ocean. It is about 230 miles north of San Francisco by ocean travel. 
Its harbor of Humboldt Bay is situated about the center of its coast 
line. 


Extent of Territory. 


Humboldt county contains 3,590 square miles, or 2,297,600 acres of 
land. Its length from north to south is 108 miles, and it has an aver- 
age width of about forty miles, and 175 miles of meander tide water 
line. It is three times as large as the State of Rhode Island; one and 
one-half times as large as Delaware; nearly as large as Connecticut, 
and one-half times as large as Massachusetts. 


Subdivisions and General Characteristies. 


This territory is subdivided as nearly as fair estimates can be made, 
as follows, to-wit: 921,600 acres of timber lands; which come under 
the head of redwood, pine, fir, spruce and cedar. Of this about one- 
half is redwood land proper; the rest divided between the last varie- 
ties named, pine and spruce predominate; 200,000 acres are of 
madrone, black oak, white oak, live oak and laurel—the madrone and 
black oak predominating; 450,000 acres adapted to agriculture; 500,- 
000 acres of grazing land—too rough and steep to cultivate. The remain- 
ing 126,000 acres are more or less rough, steep and jagged, and at present 
are considered of little value, though much of it, will, in time, be ap- 
plied to some useful purpose. Of the 2,297,600 acres, 1,205,259 acres 
are listed on the assessment roll, leaving 1,092,341 acres unassessed, 
untitled, and presumably unoccupied, though the entry of grazing and 
farming lands and the purchase of timber lands under the timber Act 
has probably added at least 50,000 acres to private ownership since the 
last assessment. 

The timber runs through the county from north to south, in an ir- 
regular belt, averaging some fifteen miles in width, leaving an open 
margin along the coast of from twoto ten miles, though at some points 
it extends entirely down to the ocean. 

The principal part of the farming is done on the coast side of the 
timber. 

On the landward side of the timber belt lies the major part of the 
open land, mostly hill land. 

The county is drained by a number of streams, two of them quite 
important rivers. The Klamath, which has its origin in southern Ore- 
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gon, traverses Siskiyou county, and enters Humboldt at the extreme 
northeastern corner, flowing southeasterly for thirty miles, to the 
northern boundery of Hoopa Indian Reservation, where it receives 
the waters of the Trinity river, and then makes a complete right angle, 
flowing northwesterly forty-five miles to the Pacific Ocean, discharging 
just north of the county line, and fifteen miles south of Crescent City, 
the county seat of Del Norte county. The entire length is 225 miles. 
It is navigable for small ocean craft thirty-five miles inland from its 
mouth, and penetrates one of the richest mining regions in California, 
or of the Pacifie Coast, and has a course in the county of seventy 
miles. Trinity river enters the county a little north of the center of 
its eastern line, and, after a course of thirty miles along its eastern 
edge, flows into the Klamath river. Redwood creek is some forty 
miles in length, and empties into the ocean twenty miles south of the 
Klamath. Little river is the next stream, twenty-five miles south of 
Redwood creek, and discharges four miles south of the town of 
Trinidad, having a course of some fifteen miles. Mad river is a con- 
siderable stream, emptying into the ocean six miles south of Little 
river, and just north of Humboldt Bay, traversing a length of over 
100 miles in the county. 

Humboldt Bay is the receptacle of a number of small rivers and 
creeks, of which Jacoby, Freshwater and Salmon creeks and Elk 
river are the principal, and which have a length from twelve to forty 
miles jrespectively. Eel river empties into the ocean just south of 
Humboldt Bay, nine miles south of the entrance to the harbor. It 
is second to the Klamath in value, but until recently has only been 
navigated at uncertain intervals owing to the unfitness of vessels en- 
gaged. The Robarts Brothers have, however, given a new impetus to 
business in the county tributary thereto, by the successful mainten- 
ance for nearly two years of a weekly steamer to San Francisco, and 
during the month of August of the present year opened the river to 
general commerce by building and putting into commission a fine tug 
for towing light draft schooners to and from sea. Already the pioneer 
schooner Esther Colbos has made a successful voyage, and a number 
of others are under charter. Port Kenyon, near the mouth of Eel river, 
is the natural outlet of the richest agricultural and dairying section of 
the county and with improvement at the mouth of the river will be- 
come one of the important shipping points on the Coast. This river 
has its source in Mendocino and Lake counties,'and traverses a length 
of eighty miles in Humboldt county, and, with its several important 
tributaries, South Fork, Van Duzen, and Yager, twenty to forty miles 
in length, constitutes a very important physical feature of the county. 
The Mattole is the last stream worthy of mention. It rises in Men- 
decino county and has a course of fifty miles in Humboldt county. 
It empties into the ocean twenty-five miles north of the southern 
boundary line, and thirty miles south of Hel river. 

The streams all flow in the same general direction from their respec- 
tive sources, being in a north-westerly course, and are separated from 
each other by ranges of high, hill country. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that Humboldt county has a most 
extraordinary water system. Its small creeks have ample fall to fur- 
nish unlimited water power for manufactures; its larger streams and 
Bay afford navigation for commerce. 


ee 


== 


7 


DESCRIPTION OF HUMBOLDT COUNTY. 


This system, too, furnishes the index to its climatic characteristics. 
Along the coast, within the immediate influence of the sea-breezes and 
fogs, the temperature is cool and uniform, about 65 degrees in the 
summer and 45 degrees in winter. From five miles inland to the east- 
ern boundary, the summers are much warmer, the thermometer rang- 
ing from seventy to over one hundred degrees, according to locality. 
In the winter it seldom freezes in the valleys, and never snows except 
near the heads of streams and in the higher valleys. On the hills 
back of the timber belt, as also on the high points of timber, the snow 
falls every winter, and sometimes to the depth of several feet, but sel- 
dom lies longer than one or two weeks; and thus one can descend in 
an hour or two from the snow-clad hills, covered with one to four feet 
of snow, into the valleys where snow is never known. There is 
scarcely any quality of climate, that is desirable, but what can be found 
on the low, rolling or high hills, in the valleys of different altitudes, 
or on the coast. 

Kel river and Mad river are the only streams that have any consid- 
erable amount of bottom land, which is principally a black sandy 
loam, though there is a slight presence of clay. 


Harbors, Commerce and Communications. 


Humboldt Bay, the principal harbor and entrepot for the commerce 
of Humboldt county, is fifteen miles long, an average width of three 
miles, and has a tidal area of forty square miles. It has an aggregate 
length of seventy-five miles of navigable channels. It is entirely land- 
locked, and shipping lies in complete safety in the severest storms, 
when great damages are sustained in the Bay of San Francisco. 

It holds a commanding position in the commerce of the Northern 
Pacific, being the safest and most capacious harbor between San Fran- 
cisco and Puget Sound, and is surrounded by resources but partially 
developed, which for variety and wealth are well-nigh inexhaustible. 
Within its compass are the shipping points of Eureka, Arcata, Mad 
River, Fairhaven, Hookton, Southport, Milford and Field’s Landing, 
the latter having been selected and established as the Bay terminus 
for freicht of the Hureka and Hel River Railroad. Trinidad, twenty 
miles north of the entrance to Humboldt Bay, is a well-sheltered, 
open seaport, capable of accommodating the largest vessel that floats. 

Shelter Cove, at the southern extremity of the county, is an import- 
ant point for wool shipment. Itis an open harbor sheltered from the 
northwest trades. Messrs. Robarts Bros. have recently completed a 
substantial wharf and other improvements, and make it a port of call 
for their steamer, the Mary D. Hume. The county’s export values 
amount to over $4,500,000 annually, the transportation of which occu- 
pies four lines of steamers and a fleet of over eighty-five sailing ves- 
sels, making up some six hundred cargoes yearly, and which is rapidly 
increasing. These vessels ply to nearly all the South American and 
South Pacific seaports, Australia, the Hawaiian and Navigator Islands. 
It has mail communication southward along the coast over a stage 
road ; northward, along the coast to Oregon ; north-easterly, up the 
Klamath river to Siskiyou and Oregon, and eastward to the Upper 
Sacramento Valley. 

The census of 1880 showed a population of 15,511, but the rapid 
influx of immigration within the last seven years will carry the figures 
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up to 23,000 or 25,000. There are a number of populous and flourish- 
ing towns scattered over the county, principal among which are Eureka, 
the county seat, with a population of over 7,000, Arcata, Trinidad, 
Ferndale, Port Kenyon, Rohnerville, Table Bluff, Springville, Hydes- 
ville, Bridgeville, Petrolia, Garberville, Blocksburg, Rio Dell, Bay- 
side, Freshwater, Blue Lake and North Fork. 


Timber and Lumbering. 


First under this head comes the peerless redwood. Its acreage may 
be fairly set at 450,000 acres, exclusive of pine, spruce, fir and cedar, 
before mentioned, and will cut on an average 100,000 feet to the acre. 
The pine and spruce will average from 50,000 to 60,000 feet to the 
acre. This shows our reserve of building timber to aggregate 73,296,- 
000,000, greater than the whole timber reserve of Michigan, Minnesota 
and Wisconsin put together. Besides which, the 200,000 acres of 
madrone, oak and laurel afford an almost exhaustless supply of wood 
unexcelled for furniture and wooden-ware manufacture. 

Within the county there are twenty-four saw-mills of large capacity, 
and five smaller mills; the latter running principally or entirely on 
neighborhood demands. ach of the large mills has a fully equipped 
shingle mill attached to it, and also lath mills, besides which there are 
eleven independent shingle mills, running on shingles exclusively. 
New mills are being built, and the output of lamber manufacture is 
rapidly increasing, affording increased employment for labor. 


Ship Building. 


The ship-building interest is a very important one. There are two 
regular ship-yards, and a marine railway, the latter equipped with all 
the modern appliances of marine science and capable of taking out 
vessels of the largest class plying our waters, which has proved a 
source of great convenience to our ship owners both in time and the 
matter of economy, and has proved a source of profitable investment 
to the stockholders; and at this time there are three vessels under 
course of construction, and a number more have been projected. Over 
one hundred vessels have been built at the various ship-yards of Hum- 
boldt Bay, and they have won the name of being superior vessels. 
There is a lavish abundance of the very best character of ship timber 
within easy reach of the Bay, and this industry offers one of the most 
promising openings to master ship-builders. We confidently assert 
that the advantages for enlarging this interest are unexcelled any- 
where. 

Agriculture and Fruit Growing. 


The soil on the bottom lands and on the hills next the coast is black; 
that on the bottoms is of a sedimentary composition, and somewhat ar- 
gillaceous, while that on the hills rules more of a sandy loam. The 
soil on the interior hills is composed of disintegrated rock, mixed with 
organic matter and decayed vegetation. The assessment roll shows 
only about 141,552 acres of cultivated lands. These lands produce as 
follows: Thirty-five to ninety bushels of oats to acre; thirty to eighty- 
five bushels of barley to acre; thirty to sixty bushels of wheat to acre; 
seven to eight tons of potatoes to acre. 

The sections lying ten miles inland from the coast produce the finest 
fruit that goes into market. The Klamath and Trinity river sections, 
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and the upper Eel river in particular, have the character of being 
among the finest fruit sections in the world. The climate, quality of 
soil, and lay of the land on Trinity and Klamath rivers are thought, by 
experts, to make that section unexcelled as a grape and wine produc- 
ing country, though that interest is at present almost wholly undevel- 
oped. 


Stock-Raising and Wool-Growing. 


Stock-raising has been a very successful and remunerative business 
ever since the county was first opened to settlement. 


It is equally well adapted to sheep, cattle or horses, but sheep and 
cattle monopolize this branch of industry. Humboldt wool at all times 
brings the highest fancy figures in the market, so much so that it has 
become the maximum standard. The area devoted to this business is 
not likely to decrease, for while the plow is encroaching upon it year 
by year, so also will it receive accession from the timber lands, which, 
when stripped of timber, and all cleared and seeded to grasses, be- 
come first-class grazing land. 

There is no desert land in Humboldt county. There is something 
growing on every acre, and where not covered with timber, the native 
grasses abound, but which readily give place to the cultivated species 
which in many places have been introduced. 


Mines and Mining. 


The most important mines are the gold placers in the north end of the 
county, and the coal fields in the south end of the county. The placer 
mines have been noted since the earliest days of California, and their 
extent, covering nearly four hundred square miles, guarantees that they 
will for many years sustain (heir character as an important item in the 
material values of the county. There have been important discoveries 
of gold-bearing quarts and copper ledges, but no development has 
been made of these mines. The coal fields of the southern end of 
the county are an extensive deposit, showing its presence in two 
parallel ledges, one of which, after a distance of twenty miles, enters 
Mendocino county. 

The presence of petroleum is evidenced by the exudation of the 
crude material, and the existence of marvelous gas wells. 


Opportunities for New Homes. 


The opportunities for acquiring new homes is one of paramount im- 
portance, and closely connected with that of wage employment. The 
facts exist here, as probably they do exist elsewhere, that to find Gov- 
ernment land one must go back beyond the thick settlements, and be 
content to hew outa home on the outskirts of civilization, and wait 
patiently till he, by degrees, finds himself in the center of a thriving 
community. There are hundreds of opportunities for entering upon 
good land—land that will make comfortable and profitable homes for 
those who have the head, the heart, the muscle and the courage to go 
into isolated districts. For those who require the surroundings of set- 
tled communities, to do the frontier and pioneer work in Humboldt is 
no more inviting than in other places. But for those who know how 
to depend upon themselves there are many desirable homes on the 
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nearly 1,000,000 acres of unclaimed land of Humboldt county that is 
suitable for almost any character of productive industry. 

The different descriptions of deeded land rate as follows: Grazing 
land, from a slight advance on the Goverment price, $1.25, to $15.00 
per acre ; improved farms from $15.00 to $200 per acre ; timber lands 
listed and known in the trade by the quarter-section or 160 acres, 
worth from the price the Government charges under the Timber Act, 
$400, up to $20,000. 


Labor and Wages. 


There is a good demand for labor now, and the prospect is that this 
demand will continue during the next two or three years, to supply 
which calls for the incoming of strong, able-bodied men. Able-bodied, 
because the nature of the labor in the mills and logging woods require 
that class. Wages at present are paid as follows: 

Mitt Hanps—Common hands in the yard, per month, $30 to $60; 
helpers inside the mill, $40 to $50; edgers and trimmers, $50 to $85; 
sawyers and filers, $85 to $100; engineers and machinists, $100 to $125; 
tallymen, $75, or $3 per day for transient work. 

In raz Woops—Swampers, $60 to $100; choppers, $65 to $75; saw- 
yers and chain tenders, $65 to $100; teamsters, $125 to $150. 

Suip-Yarp Hanps—Ship carpenters, $4 per day; caulkers, $5; com- 
mon laborers in the yard, $3 to $3.50. 

Farm Hanps—Good farm hands, boarded and lodged, are paid $30 to 
$40 per month; milkers on dairy ranches, $30 to $60. 

The cheapess and quickest way of reaching Humboldt after arriving 
in San Francisco is by steamer, the fare being $10 cabin passage and 
$6 steerage. Steamers leave San Francisco for Eureka twice a week 
and for Port Kenyon (Ferndale) once a week, per steamer Mary D. 
Hume. 


No Chinese in Humboldt County. 


In the matter of Chinese competition, a question of such paramount 
importance all over the coast, not alone to the wage worker but to 
many of the trades and business enterpries Humboldt is above any 
county in the State of California blessed. There is not a Chinaman 
in Humboldt county, except in the mines on the Klamath river, and 
through the extreme northern portion, and they are only there because 
of the isolation of those localities. All that portion of Humboldt 
county which is, so to speak, within the domain of civilization, has 
been thoroughly, and it is believed permanently, ridded by peacable 
means of this objectionable class. In 1885, following a series of out- 
rages by the Chinese, which culminated in the death of a prominent 
citizen, the people of Eureka notifled them to leave, which they did 
with all their goods and chattels. Other towns throughout the county 
took similar action, and in some instances bought their property. To 
those who have experienced the misery of having this degraded and 
debasing element in their midst, and realize the futility of redress at 
the hands of United States Courts, which has been so often demon- 
strated, this simple fact of itself is no small recommendation when 
seeking a home as far removed from vicious example as possible. 
Nature’s benefactions to Humboldt county have been many, but we 
pride ourselves on having, by our own efforts, eradicated a festering, 
putrescent sore from our vitals. 
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LUMBER PRODUCTS. 


70: 


Total Output of the Lumber Products of Humboldt County for the Year 
ending July 31, 1857, from figures furnished the Board of Commis- 
sioners to the Mechanics’ Institute and State Fairs. 


umber | Shingles Shakes Posts Pickets 
feet. | M M M M 
—— OCC OS | noes A bears 
California Redwood Co........ 3,500) 4,829,250 JOST OO esccre rere levoreaterete 
AEC orbettntraen arises, more oyar an Gece eemsons earnae cts 200,000|10,070)....... 
J... Loveren’. ics). st 1 ee es ead SQ0S000I enn OM oh odetn cise 
Harpst Qi Spring sce acciieeas ee ere: -| 44,000,000) 1,729,000)...... boossae 
HikRiversMill(Gon 12 sear | 4,849,190) |hete sebsta, seeste callie eu cazecan vores Prsieracte hy auaatocame 
Excelsior Redwood Co..... ...| 17,243,226] 22,714,560] 1,851,156! 9,859]....... 
ieliRivensValleyalinm beri ome ltO,425+1 90) tail ere ares | 25,000 
HiG Vance .een es: " pile | 15,925, OOO: SOEs IA BRR ellis hag 
Flanigan, Brosnan & Co. Kid sempre | 9,012, 936 7,867,000) 496,000) 6,989] 83,000 
Arcata Mill and Lumber Co....| 7,549,000) 800,000} 750,000} 5,000)....... 
Chandler, Henderson & Co....| 8,399,000; 2,059,000) 587,000)...... ee cheers 
Humboldt Lumber Mill Co*....| 7,182,312) 2,825,250) 305000 ene daene tes 
Warren Creek Mill Co......... | 4,428,567| 1S OA esped oak e a leerstgeas 
JOLMS VAN Cel seea tes: Reborn | 13,561,526 15,544,500) 3,005,017 36, 235) 79,517 
Dolbeer & Carson.............| 14,178,749) 15,829,750! 1,751,600 14, 000] peeraa 
Occidental Mill Cc............ | 10,464,006) 3,513,750) 50,000).... 47,205 
Glendale Mill Co...... ....... | SHES oo 6 Aeon | fear reneers | ear oes a 
Pacific Lumber Cot........... | CEPR nose ond [eGteyatemes calls cageeeen penet 
Wiymangsturphyeeeciccsne.. 1 ccepekeuey eg Jesreec stators cil ne cesesee era cited js toverareeed |Bunpegeycters 
Swortzell & Williams ......... | eas eee oan | 34,000,000; 1,000,000)...... 
GeowMe Hay Ge Broe merce sae We ede tO | 7,350, 000) bFD002000|Gemeerlnceeee 
Portiienyongvnliy.. eee. cs | RNa cco otleateton sere cist] jecesoaieteasparey| = larensee 
Cutten & McDonald........... Randi aaa | 12,000 ,000) 2005000 | eienae|leasins ee 
Motaleccre cess. een cae 104, 519,726)203,700, 985 17,240,523) {82, 153/234, 726 


shee Bolts, 927 eorda, Hodge -poles, 39,550; Railroad Ties, 35,520; Fruit Boxes, 
8,000. 


“Closed on account of fire from Nov. ’86 to April ’87. 
tFrom May 1 to July 31, ’87. 


Output for Lincoln Mill—20,802 bdls. Mouldings; 9,300 Redwood Doors; 282,000 
superficial feet House Material; 20 Portable Houses; 2,500 Redwood Windows; 
1,200,000 lineal feet Mouldings. 


The Committee have failed to obtain statistics from Wyman Murphy and Port 
Kenyon Mill. 
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SHIPMENT OF PRODUCE. 
FOR YEAR ENDING juLy 31, 1887. 


The following table gives a general idea of Humboldt’s variety of exports, rather 
than an accurate statement of the amount. All produce shipments are made by 
steamer, sailing vessels being devoted exclusively to the lumber trade. The haste 
in which this has been made has prevented as thorcugh a canvass of the subject as 
the Commission could desire: 

Apples, 6,733 boxes. | Furs, Hides f 540 bdls, | Salmon, 179 U4bbls. 
Butter, 92,000 pounds. and Pelts, eee OG 7,360 cases van’d 


| } 


Barley, 1,951 sacks. Glue Stock, 49 bbls. | G6 172 cases fresh. 

Cheese, 2,000 pounds. Leather, 177 rolls. | Sheep, 1,197 head. 

Beans, 4,479 pounds. | Oats, 26,840 sacks. | Other Live Stock, 988 head 

Baskets, 11 bdls. | Potatoes, 40,100 sacks. | Wool, 1,594,925 pounds. 

Eggs, 237 bxs. | Peas, 6,020 sacks. | Tan Bark, 1,800 cords. ' 
Fish, 428,000 pounds. Salmon, 408 bbls. | Miscellaneous, 347 tons. { 


Fruit, 496,000 pounds. 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES. 


FOR YEAR ENDING JuLY 31, 1887. 


ARRIVALS. DEPARTURES. 
Steamers icmiei. seen cre oats oe T4SNSSteamerseen dacs ese ae ee 141 
Barkentinessackiees i464 costo esate PG Barks). Societe ke PRS en ce 10 
Barkshtniesd eran tds secre sere Sil Barkentiness,..4.\ced steer es eee 17 
THEVES. coed 6 Hsaumo wodoeR.Ghas ace 5 | INES Geemnsees Sa 6s ogc en Oes oS yA 
Schoonerss aaa eee eee 494 | Schooners............- Bett nt eee 4 
ARORA es su siepacen 6 ocd 671 | otal csi. Wie seece eee ss 674 


CUI We UC ANI ss, 


We certify, that the foregoing descriptive circular contains nothing 
but carefully prepared data; its authenticity and correctness we freely 
and fully guarantee. JOHN VANCE, 

WILLIAM CARSON, {commissioner 
FRED. W. BELL, 


Freep. W. Bett, Sec’y. Joun Vance, President. 


Wn. H. Wrmay, 
M. H. Srrovr, JOHN VANCH, 
Compiling Clerks. President Chamber of Commerce 
City of Eureka. 
Attest: 
Frep. W. BEtz, 


Secretary. 


Eureka, Humboldt Co., Cal., Sept. 1, 1887. 


